
HAENCHEN, MARK STEPHEN “FROST” (1953 ~ 2010) 

  
The following obituary appeared in the Houston Chronicle website on December 13, 
2010. 
  
Mark Stephen "Frost" Haenchen was born on the 13th of August 1953, in San Antonio, 
Texas and died on Friday, the 10th of December 2010, the same day his father died 5 
years ago. A proud Texan, he leaves behind to celebrate his life his wife of 21 years, 
Elizabeth ("Peach"), his beloved 4 children, Joe, Tricia, Morgan and Jake, his brother, 
Michael and wife, Dena, and innumerable friends around the world. We are confident 
that he is safe and pain-free and in the presence of his Lord.  

Frost touched so many lives. He was opinionated, mildly conservative, fun and fearless 
with a wicked twinkle in his eye. He was born, raised, educated and died in his beloved 
Texas. Frost was graduated from Trinity University in 1976 and then served in the 
United States Army and completed is duty as a Major in 1989 to pursue his studies in 
the law. He had old-fashioned values and fought for the American Constitution and the 
protection of its freedoms. A man of deep faith, he reminded us of what makes life so 
grand. Frost lived large.  

After marrying his great love, Peach, Frost received his J.D. from South Texas College 
of Law and was so proud to be called a lawyer. He had insatiable curiosity and was 
always up for a conversation and debate, often no matter how late the hour. He 
travelled the world and was comfortable with kings and paupers, in mansions and in 
tents. He was a skilled rancher, and was passionate about his Ventana Ranch in the 
Texas Hill Country, where he had planned to retire. 

The love and focus of his life was his family. He was fiercely proud of each of his 
children. He was incapable of seeing any of their faults and saw each of their missteps 
as opportunities. He took great pride in their accomplishments and supported them and 
Peach, his best friend, in every way he could. When trouble visited him, and life became 
hard, he still tried every day to express his deep love for his family. 

Frost fought one day at a time and we all kept praying. Frost's compassion for people, 
his dedication to causes, and his everlasting love for his family and his God made him 
irresistible to so many people. Today we celebrate who he really was and how well we 
were loved by him. 
Friends are cordially invited to a visitation with the family on Tuesday, the 14th of 
December, from five o'clock in the afternoon until eight o'clock in the evening, at Geo. 
H. Lewis & Sons, 1010 Bering Drive in Houston. 

The memorial service honoring Frost's life is to be conducted at two o'clock in the 
afternoon on Wednesday, the 15th of December, in the sanctuary of St. Luke's United 
Methodist Church, 3471 Westheimer Road in Houston, where Dr. Tom Pace, Senior 



Pastor, is to officiate.  
Immediately following the service, all are invited to greet the family during a reception 
in the adjacent Hines Baker Room at the church. 

The gravesite service and interment is to be conducted at three o'clock in the afternoon 
on Thursday, the 16th of December, in the Texas State Cemetery in Austin, where Frost 
will be buried within sight of the resting heroes of Texas. 
  
Honorary pallbearers include his oldest friend, Jim F. Tillson, Judge Cactus Jack Cagle, 
Marc Hill, Michael Bell, Judge Roy Moore, Mark Murray and Judge Joseph "Tad" 
Halbach, the ushers of St. Luke's United Methodist Church and the members of the 
HLS&R Steer Auction committee. 
 
In lieu of flowers and customary remembrances, the family requests with gratitude that 
memorial contributions in Frost's name be directed to the Houston Livestock Show & 
Rodeo, Steer Auction Committee, P.O. Box 20070, Houston, TX, 77225-0070. 
 


